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The Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of Boca Raton
2011 Season of Summer Services

Gather with us at 10:30 am on Summer Sunday Mornings for unique lay led services :
some serious, some lighthearted, all thoughtful and reflecting the diverse interests of
our Unitarian Universalist congregation.

For the children: an exciting season of classes on World Religions.

Nursery care available for infants to 3 year olds.

June 19 A Family’s Struggle Fritz Aufdencamp

A family’s struggle with racial and religious prejudice. It is a microcosm of what is going
on in this country and the world. Issues that must be faced and resolved.

June 26 Second Best Lynn Can Camp

July 3 Laughing All the Way to the Altar Pamela and Gary Toll

They don’t call it an institution for no reason. Come share our humorous take on making
marriage last and learn how one marriage led us to Unitarian Universalism. We will have
a pot-luck lunch following the service to celebrate the 4™ of July.

July 10 Humor and Holiness The Reverend Edmund Bolella

How humor is a source of spirituality and helps us develop a greater sense of the tran-
scendent in our daily lives.

Rev. Edmund Bolella is a graduate of Rutgers College and Yale Divinity School. A Uni-
tarian Universalist Minister for 20 years, he has served congregations in Santa Barbara,
California, Lanoka Harbor, New Jersey and the Bronx, New York. Prior to moving to
Delray Beach, Rev. Bolella was a community Minister with the Fourth Universalist Soci-
ety in the City of New York. His ministry has involved Clinical Work with the Severely
mentally ill, Coordinating Public Health Initiatives for those with HIV/AIDS, and chap-
laincy to first responders after the attacks of 9/11/01. He presently works on the Behav-
ioral Health Team at Palm Partners Recovery Center in Delray Beach, Florida.
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July 17

Positivity - Top notch research has recently shown
that when our positive emotions (joy, love, grati-
tude, etc.) outweigh our negative emotions (fear,
anger, sadness, etc.) by at least a three to one ratio,
we begin to flourish - with breakthroughs in our
outlook, our relationships and our life. This mes-
sage will provide highlights of the research by Dr.
Barbara Fredrickson and her team of researchers
and give practical ideas on how to apply her re-
search in our lives. Brent's messages strive to pro-
vide insight and inspiration laced with humor, and
this one will be no exception.

Positivity Brent Winans

July 24 I’ve Got Good News

The Reverend Paul Brittner

We Unitarians don’t like to evangelize, and even if
we did, we’re not sure what we would say. Still,
we’ve got a message that many want to hear. This
sermon explores the who, what, where, why, and
how of carrying the message of Unitarian Univers-
alism to others.

Before preparing for the ministry, Paul was a law-
yer for the Federal Government in Washington,
DC. Information about Paul and UUFM may be
found at www.uumontgomery.org

July 31 An August Storm

Eva Emmerich

THE ENDOWMENT FUND

The UUFBR Endowment Committee will again con-
sider grant requests at its June 12th, 2011 meeting.
Grant requests are only accepted three times per fis-
cal year: June, October and February. June 2011
grant requests must be received by the committee by
Sunday, June 5. Grant request forms are available in
the UUFBR Office.

Grants are made for long-term development funds
and special projects for any purpose which "shall
further the cause and principles of the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship of Boca Raton or Unitarian Uni-
versalism", according to the Endowment Committee
Bylaws.

P
WOMENSPIRIT .
TO RECONVENE IN
SEPTEMBER

“Circles of women around us
weave invisible nets of love that carry us when
we're weak and sing with us when we're strong."
SARK

The WomenSpirit group will convene again this
Fall after a years hiatus. "The group meant a lot to
a number of women, so it was decided that it was
time for WomenSpirit Redux," said Anna Marie
King who has agreed to act as coordinator. The
"leaderless" group that has met in circle for a
number of years at UUFBR.

Over the years the group has experienced a num-
ber of spiritual evenings including learning about
Native American circle rituals, hearing about the
power of crystals, seeing Reiki healing, listening
to singing bowls, experiencing the effects of es-
sential oils, and trying out various types of medi-
tation among many other topics.

They have gone to the beach or local parks at
night to enjoy nature, met in the sanctuary garden,
or even in a member’s backyard. The women have
learned about and colored mandalas, walked a
labyrinth, made herbal eye pillows, dreamcatchers
and spirit candles.

Anna Marie said that the group will continue as
before with the women volunteering to conduct
the monthly programs and setting their own topic.
The first gathering of WomenSpirit Redux will be
Monday, September 12, in the Hartley Room.
Anyone interested in being on the email list for
reminders and notices should please send their
email address to Anna Marie at
kdever39@aol.com .

EVENING CONNECTIONS
Wednesday, June 8, 6:30
pm—In Rockberger Learn-

ing Center.

You are invited to join us for a potluck dinner and
stimulating conversation. Bring a dish to share.
Everyone welcome.
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GARDENING GROUP
Saturday, May 21, 8:30-10am

~ One of the most delightful things
about a garden is the anticipation it
provides ~ W.E. Johns

Last month we got a lot done. But,

there always is something to do on
the grounds of the UUFBR. If for some reason you
can only give an hour of yourself, it is very much
appreciated. Please let me know if you plan helping.
Remember the outside is the first thing someone sees
of our beautiful place.

WAV BRI N
RELIGIOUS EDUCATION
SUMMER PROGRAM

Dear UUFBR community,

Once again we have planned a summer of religious
education for our children, and once again we need
your participation to make it truly great.

This summer we are exploring the sources of our
Unitarian Universalist faith tradition using a brand-
new curriculum from our very own Judy Keiser,
president of The Culture Company. In 12 sessions
our children will learn about the sources, some UU
history, and even a little geography and a few peace
skills (as with all Culture Camp/Peace Thru Play
programs).

The summer RE classes start June Sunday, June 19
and end Sunday August 28. We need cruise directors
(aka teachers) and cruise staff (helpers) for each ses-
sion, and since each Source is getting two classes
worth of attention, you may want to schedule two
sessions in a row to get the most out of your experi-
ence. There are plenty of openings. Do you prefer
science and reason, or prophets and visionaries, or
maybe mystery and wonder piques your interest.
Whatever the source that you like best, please share
your interest with our children by volunteering to
lead some RE classes this summer. There are also
openings in our nursery and as RE greeters.

The signup sheet will be posted soon on the bulletin
board in the church foyer . Sign up early and often!

Judy Keiser, Summer RE Program Coordinator

¥ CIRCLE OF FRIENDS ¥

In the sharing of joys and sorrows we lighten the
burden in our hearts and make life sweeter.
In caring our friendship grows.

Welcome to Alexander Osias Schoenberg, born on
April 22, Earth Day, to Brian and Erin Schoenberg.
Congratulations.

Congratulations to Grisell Martinez and Jason Far-
ley, who welcomed baby Maya Juliet into their
family. Maya was born on April 3, 2011.

We send our deepest sympathy to Edith Sheppard
in the loss of her daughter.

FROM THE MINISTER’S DESK

Mending Wall Robert Frost

Something there is that doesn't love a wall,
That . . . spills the upper boulders in the sun,
And makes gaps even two can pass abreast.

The work of hunters is another thing:

I have come after them and made repair
Where they have left not one stone on a stone,
But they would have the rabbit out of hiding,
To please the yelping dogs.

The gaps I mean,

No one has seen them made or heard them made,
But at spring mending-time we find them there.

1 let my neighbor know beyond the hill;

And on a day we meet to walk the line

And set the wall between us once again.

We keep the wall between us as we go.

To each the boulders that have fallen to each.

And some are loaves and some so nearly balls

We have to use a spell to make them balance: . . .
He says only, ‘Good fences make good neighbors.’

We at UUFBR are in a mending time. On Monday
May 2", we discovered that we had been robbed.
$1,691.30 in cash was taken from the office safe,
$300 in petty cash, straggler UNICEF boxes and
Publix gift cards was taken from The RE office, 2

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 4

cameras and Rev. Harris’ lap top were also gone. All
the checks and the paperwork from the May 1%
morning collection for the storm victims and the or-
dination collection For the Living Tradition Fund
were left behind.

The police were called. Two officers arrived and did
all they could. It will remain an open investigation.
There were no obvious signs of a break in, but a door
could have been jimmied without being broken. In a
building like ours security is a shared affair. Many
folks have keys to the front door, and many doors
can unintentionally be left closed but not fully
latched. We probably will never know how the thief
got in. We can assume that he, she or they, had
plenty of time, to pop the locks gaining access to the
offices, retrieving the safe key from it’s hiding place,
opening the safe, taking the cash out of the enve-
lopes, neatly returning the checks and the paperwork,
locking up the safe again and replacing the key.
These details suggest that it was not an anonymous
stranger. Whoever it was knew enough about us to
know where to look, and may have known enough to
guess that this particular Sunday night might be
worth the risk. And it was, with 2 services that day,
and a full house at the Ordination, there was more
cash than usual.

Our loss can’t be measured in dollars. There are feel-
ings of vulnerability and betrayal. How could anyone
"dis a church" of all places? There’s a fraying of
trust. As news of the robbery spread from the office
to the leadership, people came to Gloria and I, keys
in hand, and said "Do you want these back?" No one
in their right mind would have suspected any of these
folks. Each one of them does much to make this
place all it is. I hope deep down they know that.
Their offer was a way to heal that bruised trust, a
spell to make things balance." This theft was not due
to any negligence on the part of staff or any volun-
teers. All our money handling and security proce-
dures were followed, as they always are. The collec-
tions were counted by 2 people and a slip filled out.
Gloria opened the safe so all the envelopes could be
put in and then locked it up again. She hid the key in
the office as she has for years. Sunday night Doug
Hughes, Vada Mossavat and [ were the last to leave,
and we locked up the building.

The gap in this wall was only "the work of hunters"

who "would have the rabbit out of hiding, to please
the yelping dogs." I do wonder why. I wonder what

hunger set off this hunt? I wonder if this rabbit was
big enough to quiet the dogs? I hope so. I hope the
problem that made us a temptation is now truly
solved, but I suspect that is not the case. Somebody
who has walked in and out of our doors is troubled,
is keeping it a secret, doesn’t know how to ask for
help, or doesn’t believe help is possible. This theft
will only add shame and guilt. And that makes me
sad. We could have been put to better use.

The amount our thief gained was not huge. Money
troubles can squeeze so hard that $10 seems like a
million. But it’s not. And even though of late we al-
ways seem to be worried about money around here,
the few thousand the thief stole is not an untouch-
able sum. We have made loans out of the discretion-
ary fund almost that large. I have seen this congrega-
tion gather gifts, quietly, unofficially for families we
knew were in financial straits. That’s who we are,
who we’d like to be. We could have been of more
help.

The robbery will lead us to change things. Some of
the doors have new locks. The safe key will no
longer be kept on the premises overnight. I’ve seen
more of us double back and check that the door we
just went through not only closed but actually
locked. Without anyone asking, folks have offered
contributions to make up what was stolen. The En-
dowment Committee gave a grant to replace the
money that would have gone to the UUA's Storm
Fund and The Living Tradition Fund. These are all
good, are all signs of strength and care of a people
willing to "meet to walk the line and set the wall be-
tween us once again". Witness to the belief that it is
not the walls themselves that make good neighbors,
but the willingness to work together to make things
whole.

Harris

SUNDAY COFFEE

Coftee Hour is ongoing throughout the year. The
schedule for bringing cookies/snacks for coffee hour
is as follows:

Date: Names beginning with
June 5 A—C

June 12 D—IJ

June 19 K—O '—.—‘_
June 26 P—Z S
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UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS

Joan Lund

While returning from Orlando to Tampa following the
April, District Annual meeting I asked my traveling
companion, Judy Lehman, "just retired" Florida Dis-
trict Board member what might be a good topic for the
May Trustee Tidbits and she suggested "being in it for
the long haul". As I thought about her suggestion I re-
alized this was an underlying theme of our talented
guest presenters, Janice Marie Johnson, Multi-cultural
Growth Director (UUA), and Sarah Dan Jones, Presi-
dent of the UU Musicians Network who led us
through two questions: Who Are We? Where are we
Going?, using some of our favorite UU hymns, inter-
spersed with dialogue between them and some interac-
tion with their audience. If you were there you know
the excellence of their time with us. We lifted our
voices in song and they opened their hearts and made
us pay attention to the words of several of our UU
hymns. Both of them, despite the sometimes negative
emotions engendered by the selected hymns, are "in it
for the long haul"!

Are you in it for the long haul? By this I mean despite
"thick and thin" in your congregation do you support
our faith with your time, energy, and generous finan-
cial commitment? Or are you one who attend Sunday
service when it "suits" you, and contributes in the
many ways necessary to sustain a healthy congrega-
tion, as long as your congregational leaders are mak-
ing decisions with which you agree? There are many
times, [ am sure, that your congregational leadership is
not "behaving" in the manner you would direct them
BUT does this mean you criticize behind their backs
and withdraw from your congregation? Or do you
come forth to the leadership and explain your concern
(s) with a legitimate conversation?

Being part of a religious community is like being part
of a good personal partnership or marriage. Intimate
relationships require a special set of attitudes and ex-
pectations on the part of the participants. If we UUs
approach the relationship with the mentality of
"What's in it for me"? we are most certainly to become
disappointed and fail. Sadly, our societal attitude has
mirrored the "what's-in-it-for-me" reflection, with a
consumerism mind-set. But as a member of your con-
gregation is this the value you perceive? You are not
consumers in the ordinary sense. Your congregation is
an investment in so much we consider important in
our faith...you are a co-owner of what happens in your
congregation, just as the parties in a partnership or

marriages see themselves as partners with a joint
share in the success of the enterprise.

As Rev. Kenn Hurto stated in his letter to the
Florida District Annual Assembly attendees, "The
teachings of our faith and the affirmation of the
worth, dignity, and respect for all souls is never
more needed," than now. We need each other! We
need to work very hard to affirm our connections
to ourselves and our world. If you wish to connect
with me please call 813-931-9727. I look forward
to hearing from you.

Movie Group—May 26: Everyone
welcome. See the movie “Source
Code” and join us for our discussion.

Book Club ~ Wednesday,
June 15, 10:30 am: The book le Besk ( lub

for the next discussion is ““ Bel =
Canto” by Ann Patchett.

NOTES FROM THE
UUFBR OFFICE

Need a new membership directory? An electronic
update is available—just email the office at
uufbr@bellsouth.net and we’ll email you one.
Paper copies available on request for those with-
out electronic access.

Volunteers are needed for Tuesdays, June 21 and
28, 9 am—noon, to staff the office while the Of-
fice Administrator is on vacation. Please call Glo-
ria at 561-482-2001 if you can help.

The UUFBR website provides access to Bylaws,
Policies and Procedures, and Minutes of Congre-
gational and Board Meetings. (www.uufbr.org/
governancedocuments.html ) as well as to our cal-
endar. Want to know what’s happening ? Go to
www.uufbr.org, click the calendar link under
“What’s Going On” and then click on any event
for more detailed information.
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HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING!

The Forum Discussion Group: Sundays at 9:00 am,
Hartley Room, presentations and discussions on vari-
ous topics of interest. Louis Willstein, coordinator.

Connections: Meets the 2nd Sunday of each month at
12:15 pm. in the Hartley Room. Enlightening group
discussion about Unitarian Universalism.

Odyssey Group: For 30 somethings (give or take ten
years). Meets at the Minister’s home on the 3rd Sun-
day each month at 6:30 pm. Bring something for the
grill—salads, beverages and desserts provided. Direc-
tions available at the Visitor’s Desk.

Tony’s Team: Every Wednesday, 9:00 am — 12:00
noon, everywhere, inside and out. Come and help with
routine maintenance of our buildings and grounds.

Finance Committee Meeting: Wednesdays, 2nd
week each month 7:00 pm at UUFBR.

Evening Connections: 2nd Wednesday, 6:30—8:30
pm in Rockberger Learning Center. Potluck dinner
and stimulating conversation. All members and friends
welcome. Please bring a cold or room-temperature
dish to share.

Movie Group: The Movie Group will meet on the
2nd and 4th Thursday each month at 10:30 am at the
fellowship. View and discuss movies of interest. Open
to everyone.

Book Club: The 3rd Wednesday each month. Read
and talk about books of interest to the group. Fun and
enlightening book discussions. Please feel free to
bring friends —-membership to UUFBR is not required.

Choir: Thursday rehearsals at 7:30 pm. New choir
members welcome—please contact our Music Direc-
tor, Stephanie Nixdorf (email uuftbr@bellsouth.net), if
you are interested in joining.

Reel Art: 2nd Saturday of every month in Rockberger
Hall at 7:00 pm. Join us for interesting movies from
around the world and stimulating discussion after-
wards. On hiatus for the summer.

Reel Politique: The 4th Saturday each month at 7 pm
in the Sanctuary. A film series that addresses the need
to understand our political world. On hiatus for the
summer.

Gardener's Work Party: 3rd Saturday of every
month, 8:30 am — 10:30 am. Join a lively group as we
trim, weed, and clean up UUFBR's “manicured

wilderness”. We welcome all and promise to keep a
tight time schedule.

Meet the Rev: In the Living Room at UUFBR on the
4th Sunday of each month at 12:15 pm. A time to sit
with one of our ministers and ask questions, large and
small, about Unitarian Universalism.

Community Food Pantry collections: Please bring in
non-perishable food items (no glass jars) for Boca
Helping Hands and Similac Formula, Ready to Feed
with Iron, for Florence Fuller Child Development
Centers.

P.E.A.C.E. People Engaged in Active Community
Efforts. A congregation-based community organiza-
tion charged with the mission of effectively fighting
injustices in the communities of PB County. Current
work includes affordable housing, health care, home-
lessness, and alternative schools.

Family Promise: The faith community’s unique re-
sponse to homeless families. Family Promise is a
network of area congregations who open their doors to
families in need. Families receive hospitality at each
congregation for a week at a time, with each family
sleeping in their own private area at the congregation
facilities. Every Sunday volunteers help to move the
families to the next congregation in rotation. The pro-
gram is to bring immediate, but temporary shelter,
meals, and support services to homeless families. The
goal is to restore the families to long term
self-sufficiency.

Upcoming Dates: June 5—12; June 26—July 3.

Remembering Their Names. The last Sunday of each
month during worship. Creating peace and justice in
the world calls us to explore the power towards peace
in ourselves. In December 2004 we began a medita-
tion practice that has continued ever since. We re-
member the names of coalition forces, Iraqis and Af-
ghans killed during this conflict. Through this ritual
we stretch our hearts towards their families that to-
gether we might find a path toward peace.

Share the Plate. Half of each Sunday’s offering is
given to groups and organizations that create peace
and strengthen the Boca Raton community. Today’s
plate is shared by giving half of the collection to Flor-
ence Fuller Child Development Centers, offering af-
fordable childcare, quality preschool, enriched after-
school, and summer camp for low-income families.

[ http://www.ffcdc.org/index.php]
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JUNE 2011 FELLOWSHIP CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
UUFBR Office May 30 May 31 1 2 3 4
Hours e 9:00 am e 7:30 pm
Monday—Thursday Tony’s Chalice
Team Choir
9 am — 4 pm rehearsal
June 20—June 30
9 am — noon
Memorial Day
UUFBR Office
Closed
5 6 7 8 9 10 1
e 9:00am Forum I;jni:;‘l)'m J ?:00 am
o 1(_):15 am: Morning eadiine T::r):\s ° l1\lloc;3?eaGn:';)up
Sing . No Unicorn in e 6:30 pm
e 10:30 am Service July or August Evening
i 10:45am: RE in Connections
Children’s Chapel e 7:00 pm:
Finance
Comm.
Family Promise at UUFBR
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
e 9:00am Forum
. ; ; ILIR begins 6 e 9:00 am
10:15 M : __ .
° orning s.lng weeks of sum- Tony’s ° 8—10am:
e 10:30am Service | .. program- Team UUFBR Gardening
e 10:45am: RE pro- |ming Group
gram
10:30 am:
e 11:45 am: RE Coun- " Book Club G'
cil
e 12:15 pm: Endow-
ment Committee
®
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
e 9:00 am Forum
e 10:30am: Service— e 9:00 am U 10:39 am:
e 10:45 am: Summer $ony s Movie Group
RE program eam
e 12:15 p: Endowment
Committee Summer
, Solstice
Happy Father’s Day
26 27 28 29 30 July 1 July 2
Community Food Pantry ¢ 7:00 pm
Collection UUFBR Board e 9:00 am
e  9:00 am: Forum of Tru§tees Tony’s
meeting. Team

10:30am: Service

10:45 am: Summer
RE Program

All members
welcome.

Family Promise at UUFBR




UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
2601 St. Andrews Boulevard
Boca Raton, FL 33434
(561) 482-2001 FAX: 482-2011
email: uufbr@bellsouth.net www.uufbr.org

STAFF

The Reverend Ms. Harris Riordan, Minister
Amy Carol Webb, Ministerial Intern
Vada Mossavat, Director of Religious Education
Stephanie Monsour-Nixdorf, Music Director
Gloria Chiodo, Administrator

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS:

Robert Duchemin, Co-President
John Giordano-Weintraub, Co-President
Bill Bode, VP
Bob Smith, Treasurer
Sharon Drew, Secretary
TRUSTEES:

Bill Jensen, Suzanne Goffredo,
Doug Hughes, Karen Sherman

WE COVENANT TO AFFIRM AND PROMOTE

The inherent worth and dignity of every
person.

Justice, equity and compassion in hu-
man relations.

Acceptance of one another and encour-
agement to spiritual growth in our con-
gregation.

A free and responsible search for truth
and meaning.

The right of conscience and the use of
the democratic process within our con-
gregation and in society at large.

The goal of world community with
peace, liberty, and justice for all.

Respect for the interdependent web of
existence of which we are all a part.

Upcoming newsletter deadline

June 6 (summer issue)
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