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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISTS ELECT NEW
PRESIDENT, TAKE STAND AGAINST TORTURE

The Unitarian Universalist Association's 2009 General Assembly
concluded June 29 with the installation of a new president and the
passage of several social justice resolutions.

Rev. Peter Morales, of Golden, CO, has been elected the eighth
president of the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA).
Morales, 62, won with 59 percent of the vote, defeating Rev. Dr.
Laurel Hallman of Dallas, TX. Morales, who succeeds popular out-
going president Rev. William G. Sinkford, will serve a four-year
term with the possibility of running for a second term. Rev. Peter Morales

Morales campaigned on a promise to make Unitarian Universalism more racially and cul-
turally diverse. Morales believes that national demographic shifts present this liberal, non-
dogmatic denomination with both a challenge and an opportunity to become “the religion
for our time.” To accomplish this goal, he said, "Unitarian Universalism needs to reach
the millions of people who share our theology and values.”

Morales becomes the first Latino president of the UUA. He was born in 1946 in San
Antonio, TX, into a family with Mexican-American and Spanish heritage, and he is bilin-
gual. Before hearing a call to ministry, Morales had successful careers in academia and
publishing.

The General Assembly passed several social justice resolutions, including a demand for
"Clean, Honest, and Fair Elections in the United States," a commitment to work for "U.S.
Ratification of the Comprehensive Nuclear Test Ban Treaty," and a "Call for a Commis-
sion of Inquiry into U.S.-Sponsored Torture.” The torture resolution concludes with these
words: "Nothing less than the soul of our nation is at stake in confronting U.S.-sponsored
torture and completely renouncing its use."

The UUA launched a new public awareness campaign, called "Standing on the Side of
Love," to counter acts of exclusion, oppression, and violence based on the perceived iden-
tities of victims. The campaign promoted several related public events. Attendees at the
General Assembly, along with interfaith partners in the Salt Lake City religious commu-
nity, organized a rally on behalf of immigrant families. The Unitarian Universalists also
hosted an intergenerational "Prom for All," to show support for Salt Lake City's bisexual,
gay, lesbian, and transgender community.
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PARENTS, YOU ARE YOUR CHILD’S FIRST
AND BEST TEACHER.

With your involvement, their religious education at
UUFBR can be broader, richer and deeper than ever.
Mark your calendars for the on
Saturday, where we will discuss cur-
riculum, worship, social action and fellowship for the
coming year. Join us!

WE WANT You — WE WANT You — WE
WANT You As A NEwW RECRUIT!

The RE department under the brave new leadership
of DRE, Vada Mossavat, needs teachers for the com-
ing year. Want to read stories to the little ones? Want
to hone your own beliefs in discussion with the older
ones? All levels needed for this enriching experi-
ence. Sign up on the bulletin board next to the RE
office and Vada will give you a call.

Islam — August 2

Sikhism — August 9

Baha’ism — August 16

Unitarian Universalism — August 23

For more information or questions about the RE pro-
gram, contact Alexis Moore.

DONATIONS NEEDED: One umbrella
stand, a bottle of white board cleaner for
the dry erase boards, and some inkpads.
Please contact Alexis Moore for more
information or to donate. Thanks!

COMING IN SEPTEMBER: q
CPR/AED TRAINING e
Gain the confidence to respond in an

emergency situation with skills that
can save a life.

FOR ALL AGES

Training for Our Whole Lives facilita-
tors will be held August 21-23 in
UWL Atlanta. Please consider enrolling for
this crucially important training — if
your kids have gone through OWL, if you wish
they had, or if they will someday...you’re just the
person for the job! Go to http://

www.tjdistrict.org/ and click on the OWL link
for registration materials.

For more information or questions, contact Alexis
Moore.

y Family Promise
A

of South Palm Beach County
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( our Fellowship will once again host Family
Promise guests. Please consider helping with
cooking meals, shopping for food, setting up
rooms, or just coming by for a friendly “hello.”
For those volunteers not yet trained, stay tuned to
Unicorn announcements and emails for the next
round of training dates.

UUA TRUSTEE TIDBITS

Joan Lund, July, 2009
It would seem reasonable to write about the Gen-
eral Assembly in Salt Lake City having just oc-
curred at the end of last month. But the column
needs to be in the hands of your newsletter editor
before GA. In addition as stated in last month’s
column I intended to devote two columns to the
proposed changes to the UUA Bylaws relating the
nomination and election of our UUA President and
Moderator. By the time you read this the changes
will have been introduced to Article 1X, Section
9.5 at GA.

Continued on page 7
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P.E.A.C.E.
UPDATE

Congratulations to everyone who
showed up in the downpour to
PEACE's Action Assembly on
April 20th. 956 people turned out
in spite of the downpour. The committees of PEACE
have been busy following up on the commitments that
we received from public officials:

JUSTICE

The Board of the Criminal Justice Commission, in
keeping with the commitment that they made before
the assembled 956 PEACE members, DID charge the
Commission with drafting a plan to create Neighbor-
hood Accountability Boards. PEACE was recognized
at their Board meeting for getting the idea on the
agenda. If you recall, Neighborhood Advisory Boards
are boards of trained facilitators from the community
that implement restorative justice for young people
who have committed crimes. This model, which is ef-
fective in Broward County in stopping the cycle of
crime and violence in which these young people are
involved, focuses on reparations to the community and
to the victims of crimes, rather than on incarcerating
young people.

The Affordable Housing Committee has met with
Commissioner Koons since the Action, and has called
his office several times to determine at which Board of
County Commissioners meeting he will be proposing
the acceptance of the two funding sources for the Af-
fordable Housing Trust Fund. On April 20th, Commis-
sioner Koons committed to bringing such a proposal
before the Board of County Commissioners, and Com-
missioners Vana and Santamaria agreed to support
such a resolution. We are continuing to follow up on
this, because if we do not make it clear that we expect
Commissioner Koons to follow through, then it is
unlikely to happen.

(Update: The meeting referred to here will be on Au-
gust 18. We will carpool from UUFBR. Jan Booher
will start a list as soon as she has a “time certain” -
please contact Jan Booher or Bill Bode for more in-
formation.)

On Monday, June 29th there was a Celebration/
Investment Drive Kickoff Dinner at Holy Name of
Jesus in West Palm. Temple Beth Torah was recog-
nized for turning out 55% of it's average weekly wor-
ship attendance to the April 20th Action. Pentecostal
Church of God in Christ was recognized for turning

out 139 people, and Holy Name of Jesus Catholic
Church was recognized for turning out the most peo-
ple to the Action, 181! We celebrated our accom-
plishments, had a delicious dinner prepared by Ex-
ecutive Chef Bishop Hightower and his family, cele-
brated the covenanting of First Haitian Church of
God, and 6 African Methodist Episcopal churches
with the organization, and began our investment
drive. PEACE is supported by a variety of grants,
and corporate donations, as well as investments from
members of the affiliated churches

Every dollar PEACE has generated internally has
historically been leveraged to $91 of social improve-
ment. The work that PEACE did on Health Care
alone in Palm Beach County, to pressure the Health
Care District to expand their program by 25%, cre-
ated $10 million in health benefits. Of course many
of the outcomes of PEACE's efforts are hard to quan-
tify, such as lives saved by health care and students
graduating from high school due to PEACE's work
on improving the Alternative Schools. The expenses
of the organization are for 1 full time employee who
coordinates the efforts of all the affiliated churches,
training so we can be effective, and a modest office.
If you would like to support the Social Justice work
of this organization with a tax free investment in
your community, please contact Jan Booher at
jjlbooher@comcast.net or speak with Bill Bode.

UUFBR BOOKSTORE

R m
\\\\\m/////a Il nwll

Check out the newest arrivals
weekly. There are some great
buys for your summer read-
ing. And share your own ma-
terials with others here—
proceeds from bookstore sales
benefit the operating budget.

Thank YO Thank Youy | 5

Thank you to all those who signed up to make cof-
fee on Sunday mornings after the service! There
are volunteers signed up through August 16, and
anyone wishing to help out can sign up on the bul-
letin boards in Osias Hall.
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REMEMBERING HOWARD PHILLIPS

I thought that | would speak of Howard during Joys
and Sorrows, but | had more to say than could be ex-
pressed in a few words. | met Howard through a series
of accidents. First, there was the affiliation of UUFBR
with PEACE. Second was my presence at the fellow-
ship on the day that Emily Small, the Lead Organizer
from PEACE, spoke. Third was my decision to attend
the Issues Training session at which Affordable Hous-
ing and Health Care committees accepted new mem-
bers. And, of course, a similar series of accidents oc-
curred at Temple Beth Torah in Wellington, eventu-
ally seating Howard beside me at a table in a meeting
room at Calvary United Methodist Church.

The essence of Committee work with PEACE is that
people from different backgrounds work closely to-
gether to make sense of complex issues. Working with
others in this way allows the strengths and insights of
each member of the committee to become the
strengths and insights of the other members. It is a co-
creative process.

In the interdependent web of all existence, of which
we are a part, | have discovered a new type of connec-
tion to others through inter-faith work. This connec-
tion respects the shared self-interest of members of a
community, and rejects the divisions that our differ-
ences can create. It embraces our common ability to
envision and to effect positive change, while rejecting
cynicism and apathy. It both calls each of us to con-
tribute our best to our community, and sustains us
through the challenges of honoring that commitment.
My connection to Howard was created by covenants
entered into by our respective congregations. | have
decided to call the loss to our congregation sustained
when Howard passed away, the loss of a Partner in
Conscience. Please hold Howard in your thoughts.

Jan Booher

Life becomes religious whenever we make it so: when
some new light is seen, when some deeper apprecia-
tion is felt, when some larger outlook is gained, when

some nobler purpose is formed, when some task is well

done. Sophia Lyon Fahs

LAY VIEWPOINT PRESENTED
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 7, 1993
BY PAT ROSAMILIA

The Fellowship has made a great difference in my
life.

You know, | must have been a Unitarian all
my life, but | never knew it. I only found out about
Unitarianism 6 years ago.

What does Unitarianism mean to me? It
means openness, like this building. You can see out.
You can see all around and there is lots of variety
and there is room to grow.

Our differences are our strength. The fact that
we are all different and we try to celebrate our differ-
ences - not to be judgmental about them!

What a joy it is to get to know many of you
as close friends.

In this Fellowship, we are encouraged to keep
an open mind and heart. When this happens, what
wonders there are waiting for us.

Tony and | enjoy working for the Fellowship.
We feel that we are part of a family - A family of
choice! A family of differences! Instead of keeping
us apart, they give us a much richer life. There are
unlimited opportunities that we have in this Fellow-
ship to work together for us and the community.

We each have our own gifts and energies and
it can be an exciting challenge. The warmth and love
of this Fellowship makes me very happy. This oppor-
tunity to grow and expand in my personal life has
made me feel that | am the most fortunate of people.

In memory of Patricia ‘Pat’ Rosamilia, June 17,
1922—July 4, 2009. Pat was the wife of Tony
Rosamilia of ‘Tony’s Team’ and a talented artist and
illustrator of children’s books. Condolences may be
sent to her daughters, Nancy Kahan , 12121 Oak
Vista Drive, Boynton Beach, FL 33437 and Judith
Rattner, 387 Western Drive, Richmond, CA 94801.




UUFBR's 2009 SEASON OF SUMMER SUNDAYS

Gather with us at 10:30 a.m. on Summer Sunday mornings for unique lay-led services: some

serious, some lighthearted, all thoughtful and reflecting the diverse interest of our Unitarian

Universalist congregation. And, for the children: We plan another season of Culture Camp
(also at 10:30 a.m.), plus nursery care for infants to 3 year olds.

) %* The Whoops Factor )
History is replete with tales of unintended consequences. Which of them might inform our lives
as Unitarian Universalists?

RE: Christianity

* Resilience + -
When life knocks us down, our attitudes and beliefs will determine if we get up or give up. Come
learn what the latest research tells us about how we can build our resilience skills.

RE: Islam

-* Lying Eyes - +
Learn about the legal, ethical and psychological issues surrounding eye witness testimony. The
improvements in scientific and DNA evidence are now proving the innocence of people whose
convictions were based on eye witness testimony.

RE: Sikhism

&%* Roosters Do Not Crow Cock-A-Doodle-Do 7/ 0]
Two years farming in Minnesota taught the speaker and his Swedish wife a lot about animal be-
havior and rural attitudes. Their misadventures as urbanites living in the midst of a traditionalist
farming culture will be chronicled.

RE: Baha’ism

1* The Years After Age 50 2 0 0]
The speaker, an experienced psychodynamic/psychoanalytically oriented psychotherapist, will
present the process of growing old, believing that seniors benefit greatly by engaging in new,
challenging activities.

RE: Unitarian Universalism

1#* Dreams 0] 3
The dream analysis method of international expert Jeremy Taylor, which is based in part on
Jungian theory, will be explored. Please bring a written remembrance of a dream to work with.
RE: Wrap-up of world religions
! "0 Personal Health and Planetary Sustainability 3"
There is a connection between the overall decline in individual health, and the deterioration of our
planet’s eco-system. Humans and their physical environment share a symbiotic existence in evo-
lutionary terms.

RE: Opening Sunday—Pool and pizza party after the service.
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HERE’S WHAT’'S HAPPENING!

3 4 2 - : Sundays at 9:00 am,
Hartley Room, presentations and discussions on vari-
ous topics of interest.

EDQTL®CK i : :I)st Sunda?/ of

every month, 12:15 pm, Rockberger Hall. All are wel-
comel!

3 )63 : Every Wednesday, 9:00 am - 12:00
noon, everywhere, inside and out. Come and help with
routine maintenance of our buildings and grounds.

7 89 4 )H! : 2nd
Friday of every month, 7:00 pm, _

5

Rockberger Hall, for all GLBT
people, their friends and allies. Bring
a snack, sweet or drink to share and
join us as we unwind from the week.

: / ): Every Saturday, 12:00 noon.
Meet at the corner of Glades Road and St. Andrews
Blvd. for a peaceful demonstration. Bring a sign. For
more information contact Susan Caruso at 561-
637-5768.

; / ):3rd Saturday of
every month, 8 30 am - 10:30 am. Join a
lively group as we trim, weed, and clean up
UUFBR's “manicured wilderness”. We
welcome all and promise to keep a tight timg
. schedule. See Chalice Notes for the
upcoming date.

)4 / ) <
* Please bring in non-perishable
food items (no glass jars) for Boca
Helping Hands and Similac Formula,
Ready to Feed with Iron, for Florence
Fuller Child Development Centers.

/ People engaged in Active

Community Efforts. A congregation based

community organization charged with the

mission of effectively fighting injustices in
the communities of PB County. Current work includes
affordable housing, health care, homelessness, and al-
ternative schools.

4 )/ * The faith community’s unique re-
sponse to homeless families. Family Promise is a net-
work of area congregations who open their doors to
families in need. Families receive hospitality at each
congregation for a week at a time, with each family

sleeping in its own private area at the congregation fa-

cilities. Every Sunday volunteers help to move the
families to the next congregation in rotation. The pro-
gram is to bring immediate but temporary shelter,
meals, and support services to homeless families. The
goal is to restore the families to long term self-
sufficiency.

ANNOUNCEMENTS:

3 ! ) *
Date: Names beginning:

July 26 F-J

August 2 K-0O

August 9 P—T

August 16 u—zZ

August 23 A—E

August 30 F—J

T4+ L *
Book Club

Movie Group

Vespers

Membership Committee

Choir

WomenSpirit

Connections
Quilting Group
Women’s Alliance

=  *To explore becoming a
member or supporting friend of UUFBR
speak to Membership Chair Karen

N\ § > Sherman, or any one of our Board of Trus-

tees. Membership is open to all.

* Help our visitors . ,
by wearing your nametags on Sunday Hi my name IS
mornings. Need a new nametag? Let the

office know (561-482-2001).

2 )7 *If your mailing

address, phone number, or email address changes,
please let the office know so we can stay in touch with
you, and keep directory information up to date. A new
directory will be emailed in September (paper copies
will be available for members who are not online).
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Continued from page 2 ~ UUA Trustee Tidbits

Last month | wrote about the proposed terms of the
President and Moderator changing from four years,
with the possibility of serving two terms, to one six-
year term for each office. There will be a Presidential
Search Committee (PSC) who will submit at least 2
nominations for UUA President at the end of a presi-
dential term or when a vacancy occurs in the office
prior to October of the year before the election. The
report of the PSC will be announced at GA one year
before GA at which there is to be an election, except
in the case of an election to fill a vacancy occurring
after that date.

For the election of the Moderator the Board of Trus-
tees (BOT) will submit one or more nominations for
the office at the end of the Moderator’s term or when
a vacancy occurs in the office prior to October of the
year before the election. The report of the BOT will
be presented at GA one year before the GA at which
there is to be a Moderator election, except in the case
of an election to fill a vacancy occurring after that
date.

To run by petition for the Office of President or
Moderator, or to fill a vacancy in an unexpired term
which occurs prior to December 1% of the year before
the election the petition ) be signed by no fewer
than twenty-five certified member congregations,
including no fewer than five certified member con-
gregations located in each of no fewer than five dif-
ferent district. The proposed change in Section 9.6 is
in the word “may”. The Bylaws currently states

Certainly the proposed Bylaws changes for President
and Moderator are significant and important ones
which should prompt much discussion. | hope each
Florida District congregation will devote time and
energy to debate/discussion concerning the changes.
Please know I look forward to hearing from you at
or 813-931-9727. | wish a relaxing summer to you
all!

! 8
* How to Talk
¢ So Kids Will Listen, and Listen So

Kids Will Talk Tuesdays and Thurs-

days, 6:00pm - 7:30 pm, July 28
through August 13. A valuable workshop to en-
hance your parenting skills. Open to all. Contact
mary.sikes@hotmail.com for more information.

A FRIENDSHIP TOAST .

I congratulate my friend Kerstin
Kupfermann on her 80™ birthday.

Kerstin is a Gothenberg girl and | am

a Baltimore boy. She grew up on the L
shores of the Baltic Sea and | on the

shores of the Chesapeake Bay. We

each love our homelands. Kerstin is a descendant of
Vikings who once sailed the Atlantic Ocean in open
boats and discovered America many centuries before
Columbus. The Vikings conquered Russia, but met
their match when they encountered the Kazhars, who
mingled with Vikings in Southern Russia and whose
Khan, or King, chose Judaism as his people’s faith in
the 15" Century. Pogroms in Ukraine drove my an-
cestors to seek a new life in America in the early 20™
century.

This Swedish woman, Kerstin, and this American
man, Andrew, have been linked together by fate to
Sweden and to Judaism. In the 1960's Kerstin mar-
ried an American Jewish man and | married a Swed-
ish Lutheran woman. Kerstin has had a distinguished
career as a psychoanalyist/psychotherapist, and | as a
Professor of Global International Studies. Both
Kerstin and | have been teachers. Each of us has two
children. We are members of the fellowship. Kerstin
and | have family living in Sweden.

Five years ago fate brought Kerstin to UUFBR
where we met. Since that time Kerstin and | have
been friends. We are both independent minded and
march to the tune of our own drummer. But when
one needed the help of the other, that help was given.
Kerstin and | share a devotion to the Unitarian Uni-
versalist Fellowship of Boca Raton and a commit-
ment to work for peace and a healthier environment
in the world at large.

On this wonderful occasion of Kerstin’s 80™ birth-
day, I, Andrew Kahn, salute my friend, Kerstin
Kupfermann, and thank you for all you have done for
UUFBR and me.

Privacy Notice: When submitting information for
publication in our newsletter, please be aware that the
Unicorn is identical in format for both the mailed hard
copy version and the emailed electronic version. The
electronic version is available on our website
(www.uufbr.org) and is emailed to visitors, as well as
members and friends.




V
oo
o
oo

July 15, 2009

On Sunday, July 27th, 2008, a man walked into the sanctuary of my church-Tennessee Valley Unitarian Uni-
versalist Church—and opened fire. Two dedicated Unitarian Universalists were killed: Greg McKendry, an
usher, and Linda Kraeger, a member of Westside Unitarian Universalist Church. Six other people were injured.
Every member of our two congregations was affected.

In the aftermath of that tragic morning, the surrounding community embraced us. We kept our hearts and our
doors open, and love came rushing in from every direction.

One year later, | remain deeply grateful for the countless hugs, cards, meals, and prayers that sustained us. I
could not have known then that our commitment to love in the face of violence would inspire the Unitarian
Universalist Association (UUA) to launch the Standing on the Side of Love Campaign. | couldn’t be more
pleased, however, because experience has taught me that brokenness can only be healed with love.

As we approach the first anniversary of the shooting, | ask you to join this campaign @http://www.uua.org/
socialjustice/ssl/144661.shtml .by pledging to stand on the side of love.

Unfortunately, our experience is not unique. People across the nation face exclusion, oppression, or violence
because of their immigrant status, sexual or gender orientation, religion, race, political views, among other
identities. Such dehumanization must be challenged. This campaign invites people of every faith and belief to
stand together in the name of love. Our nation is at a critical moment, when our collective voice and action can
heal families, towns, cities, states, and nations

One week after the shooting, I returned to the pulpit to rededicate our sanctuary. I said, ‘A man came into this
space with a desire to do an act of hatred, but he has unleashed unspeakable amounts of love.’
Join with me in that unleashing of love.

I invite you to open your hearts and join thousands of others who are standing on the side of love.

Love,
Rev. Chris Buice
Tennessee Valley Unitarian Universalist Church (TVUUC)

I believe in the inherent worth and dignity of every person. No one should be
dehumanized through acts of exclusion, oppression, or violence because of one’'s
identities, including immigrant status, race, religion, gender and sexual orientation,
or political view. | pledge to stand in solidarity with people whose humanity is
demeaned just because of who they are. | will stand, speak, pray, march and live on
the side of the love.
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
2601 ST. ANDREWS BOULEVARD
BocA RATON, FL 33434
(561) 482-2001 FAX: 482-2011
EMAIL: UUFBR@BELLSOUTH.NET
WWW.UUFBR.ORG

STAFF:

MINISTER ~ The Reverend Ms. Harris Riordan

RELIGIOUS EDUCATION DIRECTOR ~

Vada Mossavat
Music - Stephanie Nixdorf

Gloria Chiodo
Gail Larkin

ADMINISTRATOR ~
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT -~

Office Hours July and August:
Tues. - Fri. 9:00am -- 2:00 pm

Upcoming newsletter deadlines

Get your information in on time!
August 18, September 8 and 21

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS:

Andrew Kahn, President

John Giordano-Weintraub, 1st VP

Joe Rey, 2nd VP

Robert Duchemin, Treasurer

Jane Tobal, Secretary

Erika Venable, Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES:

Marybeth Kugler, Sunday Services
Mel Kuritzky, Administration

Bill Jensen, Finance

Linda Savini, Membership

Linda Conroy, Religious Education
Anna Marie King, Programs

If you are receiving a paper copy of this newsletter
and would like to be removed from our mailing list,
or receive it electronically, please write
uufbr@bellsouth.net with your email address or
call 561-482-2001.
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