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OUR AUDACITY OF HOPE
By Andrew Kahn, President
UUFBR Board of Trustees

UUFBR is a unigue place. Our minister, Harris
Riordan, was at one time, All Souls Unitarian
Church (NYC) and Rev. Forrest Church’s Intern
Minister. No more famous and respected religious
institution and religious leader exists in modern
American Unitarian history. Harris’ creative and
innovative services have brought great beauty and
harmony to our Sanctuary. And our Director of
Music, Stephanie Mansour-Nixdorf is a Ph.D.
candidate at Florida Atlantic University. The dif-
ference Stephanie has made in our choir is palpa-
ble. This year we have two Intern Ministers, Jan
Taddeo and Amy Carol Webb. One delights us
with her sermons and the other with her singing.
How many congregations are there that have their
very own troubadour?

The heart of UUFBR is our congregation which
boasts approximately 45 active boards, commit-
tees, groups and activities and involves more than
half our total membership in various leadership
and participant roles. Since Harris was called to
UUFBR in 1997, opportunities for UUFBR con-
gregants to partake of the social, cultural and reli-
gious life of our Fellowship have mushroomed.
And to top it off, we built the new education cen-
ter which increased our usable space by more than
a third; laid a new rug in the Sanctuary and Osias
Hall, recovered the chairs in the Sanctuary; and
hung the magnificent 7 UU Principles’ banners.

There is a great deal to be proud of at UUFBR.
Our congregation is full to the brim with bright,
talented, capable folks and we are becoming in-
creasingly diverse as time moves along. Each
week this Fall | have signed two to three congratu-
latory letters to new members. We are definitely
in a growth period that appears to be on pace to
bring our total membership back to the mid-200s
by the Fall of 2009. As several of our new mem-
bers have come on board, they have immediately
volunteered to take responsibility in activities and
to make a pledge of financial support as well. We
are indeed fortunate that people with energy and
those willing to make a commitment have chosen
to join us.

I must say | have great hopes for UUFBR in 2009.
Despite the severe economic downturn our coun-
try is in, | believe the Fellowship will not only
survive but continue to grow. | believe our staff
led by Harris, will continue to delight and amaze
us Sunday after Sunday, holiday after holiday.
And despite the accumulation of pessimism in the
land, | believe our congregational leaders will
continue to do creative and magical things that
add to our cultural development, our intellectual
clarity, and our spiritual fulfillment. I believe in
the “Audacity of Hope,” a phrase Barack Obama
has made a part of our collective vocabulary. The
more challenging the times, the greater the need to
hope. Let us approach the new year boldly, with-
out fear, with great commitment and determina-
tion to succeed. If we all pull together, if each of
us does our part, if we stay positive and believe in
ourselves and our mission as UUs, 2009 will turn
out to be a year of hope fulfilled.

Your Spirit.
Help
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A WELCOMING CONGREGATION
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Classes Offered for
February Terrific Tuesdays

.

Three classes to open the mind and
heart and strengthen the spirit.

Dates: February 3, 10, 17, 24 Time: 7:00 pm
Optional Dinner at 6:00 pm
Call 561-482-2001 or sign up at the first class.

o Religious Literacy: The New Testament

~ with Amy Carol Webb
What do Matthew, Mark, Luke and john have to
say to UU’s today? A class for those still sifting
through the old stories and for those for whom the
stories are new.

e Creating Safe Harbor - Safety in Today’s
World ~ with Spring Dew
Openess to diversity and the embrace of plualism
cannot happen without a sense of safty. How can
we create the safety that all seekers need?
Shelter - Exiles and Refugees: Exploring rhemes
of welcome and succor for those who find us.
Search and Rescue - The Least of These: Bringing
the concept of spiritual safety to those who don’t
find us.
Belaying - Safe Exploration: Helping and
protecting others as they explore and experiment
with their own sense of the Divine.
The Community Safety Net: Working with other
faiths...
o Learning To Speak Giraffe, The Language
of Peace ~ with Harris Riordan
A study and practice group in Nonviolent
Communication.

CHANGE OF DATE:

The Women’s Alliance will
meet on Tuesday, February 3
at 10:30 am in Osias Hall

The WA provides friendship and sociability for its
members and friends and to be of service to the
fellowship. Everyone ~ men, women, and newcomers
are welcome at the meetings. Adele Alexandre
presents The Resurgence of Midwifery in the USA
in the 1970s.

The Goods and
Services Auction
is here!

Check out some of the fabu-
lous items available to you:

A day cruise aboard the sail-
ing vessel, “Cheerios,” auto-
graphed pictures and books,
one-of-a-kind jewelry and art, homemade jams and cakes,
golf outings, Swedish lunch, Nuevo Boca cuisine dinner,
babysitting, dance classes, handyman services, and more.

Make sure to read about these items in Osias, and then bid
promptly.

If you haven’t donated already, please see an auction at-
tendant for a donation form.

This auction is one of UUFBR’s largest fundraisers.
Please show your support by making a donation and bid-
ding generously. Thank you!

We're about to try something
new!

Inspired by other congregations, we are going to start hav-
ing YOU provide the goodies for coffee hour. Keep your
eyes and ears open for when it’s your turn, as we go
through last names alphabetically. We'll continue to pro-
vide the coffee and juice. So start thinking about what
favorites, store bought or homemade, you'll be bringing!!

We'll continue to provide the coffee and juice. So start
thinking about what favorites, store bought or homemade,
you'll be bringing!!

Coffee Making Volunteers Needed - Please think about
which of the upcoming Sundays you would like to help in
the kitchen during coffee hour. You will not miss the ser-
vice. Two people per Sunday seem to be working out
nicely. For more info contact Noel Levin at jasper-
lev@yahoo.com.

| Next Sunday,
il February 1st,
i | Amy Carol Webb
& will be in the Pulpit.
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Annual Budget Drive Dinner
January 31 6-9pm

What: A Celebration Dinner with delicious food, wonderful music and fellowship for all!

Why: At this dinner we will all make our financial commitment to UUFBR for the 2009-2010 year
(ie. we will fill out our pledge cards, turn them in, and ring the bell!)

What Do You Need To Do? Mark your calendars now for Saturday, Jan 31 from 6-9pm.

New this year.... Tickets with a Refund! Tickets for the dinner will be on sale at UUFBR starting
Sunday, Jan 4th.

The cost is $20, HOWEVER, when you turn in your Financial Commitment form at the dinner you
will get $15 back!

Children are free! Fun, exciting games and activities are being planned for them!

~Annual Budget Drive Committee

Experience a life-changing process to give your life greater direction, vitality and purpose. UUFBR is
hosting the Progoff Intensive Journal Program of Self-Development, with Kelley Williams, a 2-part
series on February 13-16.

You will: be guided through exercises step-by-step as you apply them to your life; work in total pri-
vacy; use the method on your own afterwards. You will gain in your decision-making abilities, energy
and momentum, intuition, self-esteem, healing and creativity. You do not have to like writing or be a
good writer. You write what comes from within, not a life story. Only you will read what you write.

Part | - Life Context - Gaining a Perspective on Life: February 13, 3-6 pm and 7-9 pm; February
14,9 am - 12:30 pm and 2 - 5:30 pm. $135 for 12 hours.

Part Il - Depth Contact - Symbolic Images and Meaning in Life: February 15, 1-5 pm and 6-8
pm; February 16, 9 am - 12 pm and 1:30 - 4:30 pm. (Prerequisite: Life Context or Life Experience
workshop. $135 for 12 hours.

“The Intensive Journal method is an amazing process of writing that helps you to access your inner voice as a
way to get to know yourself better. It can help spur your creativity to realize new possibilities for your life as
well as to gain additional perspectives about your experiences. | heartily recommend the Intensive Journal
program and am pleased to help bring it to the UUFBR.” --Margaret McElrath, Member, UUFBR
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Family Promise of SPBC Meeting
Sunday, February 1 at 1:00 pm

In the Sanctuary
Building Community, Strengthening Lives

Family Promise of South Palm Beach County is a net-
work of host and sponsor faith communities in South
Palm Beach County responding to homelessness of our
neighbors: families and children. Taking referrals from
other social service agencies, the program offers immedi-
ate but temporary shelter, meals, and support services to
guest families with the goal of helping them restore them-
selves to long term self sufficiency.

Please attend the meeting and learn more about UUFBR’s
involvement with this important and worthwhile program.

Grant Requests Due February 1st

The UUFBR Endowment Committee has changed its con-
sideration of grant requests to three times per fiscal year:
June, October and February. The next meeting at which
grant requests will be considered is Feb. 15. Grant requests
must be received by the committee by Feb. 1. Grant request
forms are available in the UUFBR Office.

Grants are made for long-term development funds and spe-
cial projects for any purpose which “shall further the cause
and principles of the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship of
Boca Raton or Unitarian Universalism”, according to the
Endowment Committee Bylaws.

Food for Thought

we will be watching "Who Killed the Electric Car" on
Sunday, February 1, at 12:15 pm in Rockberger Hall . For
more info call or email Krystena Castro at (845) 633-0694
or kcastro87@gmail.com

WomanSpirit ,Monday
February 9, 7:30pm

in the Sanctuary

A mid-winter time for music of inspiration and com-
fort, as well as for envisioning WomanSpirit 20009.
What music “speaks to you” a chant? A movie sound
track? Indian flute music? or?? Bring a favorite piece
on a CD or cassette tape to fill the Sanctuary with
sound as we listen together. Bring also your ideas &
dreams for the future of WomanSpirit. Questions?

Membership Committee
Change

Please note the change in meeting time for the
Membership Committee. We’re going to be meeting
the 3rd Wednesday of each month at 5:30 in the Liv-
ing Room, before my Women’s Group.

~ Karen Sherman

The Religious Education

Department Goes Bowling

Thirteen families attend our annual bowling party,
over fifty people!! We reserved 5 lanes at Strikes
(was Don Carter Lanes), which we filled with kids
and adults, devoured 7 pizzas and miscellaneous side
dishes, and went through at least 8 pitchers of drinks
—what a party! We’re seriously thinking of arranging
a congregation-wide bowling party, because this was
too much fun for anyone to
miss out!
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pat on the back!

The congregation donated $490.58 to the UU Service
Committee's Guest At Your Table fund drive. That’s
about a 50% increase over the previous year!

Congratulations to all who participated, especially our
RE kids. Yaaaaaay!

Environmental Justice Program.
UUSC’s Environmental Justice Program promotes and
defends the human right to water. The human right to
water entitles everyone to sufficient, safe, acceptable,
physically accessible, and affordable water for
personal and domestic use.

The Story of Serafina

Water is one of the most important things in our life.
We need it to drink, to wash our hands, to take a bath,
and to cook our food. We clean our clothes with it and
give it to our pets. But we almost never think about it.
We just turn on our faucet, and out it comes. Can you
imagine if you weren’t allowed to use water? If
someone else decided how much water you could
have? What if it wasn’t enough and you ran out? That
is how it is for many people around the world. They
don’t have enough water to do even the most basic
things.

In South Africa, the water company controls how
much water goes to each house. If a family is poor,
they get less water than other families. This happens
even though the laws of South Africa say that
everyone is equal and that everyone has the right to
use water.

One woman named Serafina thought that the water
company was being unfair. She decided to work with
a group of people to make sure that everyone had
enough water, no matter how rich or poor

they were.

Serafina is 71 years old. She is called Makoko, or
granny, by all of her neighbors and friends. Everyone
thought that if Serafina was ready to stand up for

her rights, they should help her! Serafina’s group of
friends grew and grew! One of them is UUSC.

Together, they went to the supreme court, to tell their
story. They told the judge what was happening with
their water, that they didn’t have enough to do basic
things, like cooking and cleaning.

Outside the court house, people sang songs to show
that they thought that the water company was wrong
and that everyone deserves to have water.

Many months went by. Finally, the decision came
back. The judge decided that Serafina and her
friends were right, and they should get more water.
Serafina and her friends were very happy. They
knew that they had helped to make things better for
millions of people in South Africa. Now, they are
teaching everyone, rich and poor, about the right to
water.

1t takes many people to change the world. Your
support of UUSC will help UUSC and Serafina
continue the struggle for water rights in South
Africa and other countries around the world. Can
you help us today?

UUSC is financially independent from the
UUA and the federal government.

Member contributions make up about 60% of
UUSC's annual budget.

To support their efforts by becoming a UUSC
Member, use one of the forms available at the social
justice table in Osias Hall or contact your local
representative, Gail Larkin.
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Flea Market Week, March 2 -7

The UUFBR Annual Flea Market will take place on Saturday, March 7, 2009.
You can begin to bring your donations to the Fellowship on March 1st.

Now that you have had time to wind down from the holidays, perhaps
you can think about the gifts that might have been received that you would
like to re-gift to the Flea Market.

We need items that you may not need, but will be a treasure to someone else.
Now is the time to perform the annual task of cleaning out your closets and garage
of all those items you have not worn or used in the past year.

This is a major fund raiser for the Fellowship and your help is needed both in
donations and time. Pricers, sorters, cashiers, monitors, set-up and
break-down crews are all needed for the week of March 1st
to make a successful Flea Market.

Please consider what goods or time you can give to this undertaking.

You can contact John and Ken Giordano-Weintraub
(lockhartway@yahoo.com) or MaryEllen Kennett
(ellenkennettl@juno.com) or speak to one of them in person if you have ques-
tions. Please talk to MaryEllen, Ken or John to sign-up to help out and make the
Flea Market a success.
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Calling All Hands on Deck

UUFBR & Friends
Spring Cleaning/Work Party
Saturday

March 14, 9am-3 pm

Mark your calendar, gather your work clothes and gloves and get ready for a Spring
cleaning party. The whole family is invited—even the kids will have a chance to wear
their stewardship hats for the day.

We'll get a little dirty, have some fun and get our facilities and grounds in tip-top
shape. Major tasks/teams include:

Painting (restrooms, doors, baseboards)

Cleaning windows, carpets, sanctuary chairs, walls)
Kitchen (top to bottom scrub)

Mulching & Weeding (on the port and leeward sides)

We need lots of deck hands (60+)

Pizza and veggies will be served at noon and our captain is baking brownies! (Please
bring anything you wish to share.) Kids’ activities and childcare will be available.

Sign up today as a first mate/team leader or deck hand by contacting Linda Conroy
at 954/775-0030 or LConroy27@aol.com. Details and work orders also available ‘on
board ship” in Osias Hall.




Here’s What’s Happening!

(Dates and times are subject to change)

The Forum: Sundays at 9:00 am, Hartley Room, presenta-
tions and discussions on various topics of interest.

Food for Thought Film & Potluck: 1st Sunday of every
month, 12:15 pm, Rockberger Hall. All are welcome!

First Sunday Vespers: at 7:00 pm. We gather in the sanctu-
ary for music and quiet reflection. This is a time to share the
diverse spirituality that sustains us.

Connections (hosted by the Membership Committee): 2nd
Sunday of every month, 12:15 pm, Hartley Room. A potluck
lunch and enlightening group discussion about Unitarian Uni-
versalistm

Odyssey Group: (for 30-somethings, give or take 10 years),
3rd Sunday of every month, 6:30 pm, Minister’s home. An
evening of food, friendship and conversation. Bring some-
thing to put on the grill. Salads, beverages and desserts will
be provided. Get directions at the Visitor’s Desk. On Sunday
afternoons call 561.279.4281. Open to all who are interested.

Community Service Team: 4th Sunday of every month (but
will meet in December on the 16th) at 9:15 am on the Patio.
Works to aid local charitable organizations. All are welcome
to share ideas and energy.

WomanSpirit (Woman's Spirituality): 2nd Monday of every
month, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary. Open to all UUFBR women,
members and friends. Gatherings center on special topics of
interest often including ritual, meditation,music, and craft
activities.

Women’s Alliance: 3rd Tuesdays, 10:30 am, Osias Hall,
provides friendship and sociability for its members and friends
and to be of service to the fellowship. Everyone ~ men,
women, and newcomers are welcome at the meetings. De-
cember Party at Kerstin’s home! (details page 2)

Quilting Group: Every Wednesday, 10:30 am, Smith Room.

Tony’s Team: Every Wednesday, 9:00 am — 12:00 noon,
everywhere, inside & out. Come and help with routine
maintenance of our buildings and grounds.

Journey Through Womanhood Support Group: 3rd
Wednesday of every month, 7:00 pm, Living Room, a group
experience where women will meet to “care and share” the
issues that are relevant to all women of all ages.
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Denominational Connections: 4th Wednesday of every
month, 7:00 pm, Living Room, get involved in the larger
Unitarian Universalist worlds of the Southeast Cluster and the
UU Association.

UUFBR Choir Rehearsals: Every Thursday, 7:30 pm,
Sanctuary, join in the fun and sing. Everyone is welcome!

Interweave, 2nd Friday Social: 2nd Friday of every month ,
7:00 pm, Rockberger Hall, for all GLBT people, their friends
and allies. Bring a snack, sweet or drink toshare and join us as
we unwind from the week.

Circle Dinners: Small, organized potluck dinners for six to
twelve people at each other’s homes. Everyone interestedin
participating must sign up in advance. See the sign up bulletin
board in Osias Hall, Main Building. Circle Dinner dates:
2/27/09, 4/24/09 and 5/22/09.

United in Peace Rally: Every Saturday, 12:00 noon. Meet at
the corner of Glades Road and St. Andrews Blvd. for a
peaceful demonstration. Bring a sign. For more information
contact Susan Caruso at 561-637-5768.

Reel Adventures: 2nd Saturday of every month, 7:00 pm,
Rockberger Hall. Join us to watch interesting films from
around the world, followed by stimulating discussion and light
refreshments.

Gardener's Work Party: 3rd Saturday of every month, 8:30
am — 10:30 am. Join a lively group as we trim, weed, and
clean up UUFBR's “manicured wilderness”. We welcome all
and promise to keep a tight time schedule. See Chalice Notes
for the upcoming date.

Meet the Rev: 4th Sunday of every month, 12:15, Living
Room. A time to sit with one of our ministers and ask ques-
tions, large and small, about Unitarian Universalism.

UUFBR is cordially invited to this year’s Sun-
flower Family Fun Day, Saturday, February 14
from 3-6pm. Events include: Ice Castle Building,
Silent Service Auction, Sunflower Adult, Teen and
Tween Talent Show, Homemade muffins and mu-
sic with Susan Caruso! Please RSVP by phone,
5661-482-3412 or email sunfp@earthlink.net.

Keep your eyes open for more upcoming
events in the next Unicorn and Chalice
Notes.

Privacy Notice: When submitting information for publication in our newsletter, please be aware that the Unicorn is
identical in format for both the mailed hard copy version and the emailed electronic version. The electronic version is
available on our website (www.uufbr.org) and is emailed to visitors, as well as members and friends.
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FEBRUARY 2009 FELLOWSHIP CALENDAR

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
AUCTION UNICORN o 10:30 am- 9:00 am 7:30 pm 7:00 pm
e  9:00am DEADLINE Women’s Tony’s Team Choir Rehearsal OowL
Stewardship Alliance 10:00 am
Meeting Meeting and Quilting
. Program
e 9:00am Group
© s
° ég:rxs/?cgm Tues. Dinner
. e 7:00 pm
° |1:%'01d5%rrn Terrific
Tues. Classes
Thought
e 1:00 i)m
Family Prom-
ise Meeting
e 7:00 pm
Vespers
8 9 10 11 12 13 14
AUCTION 7:30pm e 9:00 pm 9:00 am e  10:30 am Moviee  3:00 pm e 9:00 am
WomanSpirit Women’s Tony’s Team Group Intensive Intensive
e 9:00am Alliance 10:00 am e 7:30 pm Journaling Journaling
Forum Meeting Quilting Choir e 7:00 pm e 2:00 pm
. _EIS_:OO_ P_m Group Rehearsal OowL Bntensil\(e
. errific e 7:00 pm ournaling
¢ ég.r\sl?cgm Tues. Dinner Interweave 2nd ¢ 7:30 pm
e 7:.00 pm Friday Social REEL
e 12:15 pm Terrific o  7:00 pm Adventures
Connections Tues. Classes Intensive
Journaling
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
AUCTION UNICORN ~ lo  10:30 am- 9:00 am 7:30 pm Choir 7:00 pm 8:30 am
e 9:00am DEADLINE Women’s Tony’s Team Rehearsal owL Gardening Group
Forum Q“'atnce d 10:00 am
e 10:30 am e 9:00am eeting an uiltin
Service Intensive Program 8roup g
o 12:00 pm Journaling e 6:00 pm 5:30 pm
Endowment [®  1:30 pm Terrific Membership
Meeting Intensive Tues. Dinner Meeting
o 12:1ﬁ pm Journaling e '7|'e?r(r)|19|21 \7/\:/00 pm
Small Group- omen’s
Meeting P Tues. Classes Support
o 12:15pm Group
RE Council
Meeting
e 1:00 pm
Intensive
Journaling
e 6:00 pm
Intensive
Journaling
e 6:30 pm
Odyssey
Group
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
AUCTION &
PANTRY 7:00 pm e 6:00 pm 9:00 am e 10:30 am Moviee  7:00 pm
COL_LECT'ON Board of Terrific Tues. Tony’s Team Group Circle Dinners
* 9:00am Trustees Meeting| ~ Dinner 10:00am 7:30pm Choire  7:00 pm
Forum e 7:00 pm Quilting Rehearsal OWL
U (9::15 am $err|f|(<§I Group
ommunity ues. Classes .
Service Team 7D'gr?opr)nni]na-
e 10:30am tional
Service Connections
e 12:30 pm
ANNUAL 9
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
2601 ST. ANDREWS BOULEVARD
BocA RATON, FL 33434
(561) 482-2001 FAX: 482-2011
EMAIL: UUFBR@BELLSOUTH.NET
WWW.UUFBR.ORG

OFFICE HOURS: MON—FRI, 10 AM—4 PM
STAFF:
MINISTER ~ The Reverend Ms. Harris Riordan
MINISTERIAL INTERN ~ Jan Taddeo

STUDENT INTERN ~ Amy Carol Webb
Music - Stephanie Nixdorf

ADMINISTRATOR ~ Jacqueline Savitsky

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ~ Gail Larkin

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS:

Andrew Kahn, President

Mel Kuritzky, 1st VP

Joe Rey, 2nd VP

Robert Duchemin, Treasurer

Jane Tobal, Secretary

Erika Venable, Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES:

Mary Cadwell, Sunday Services
Anna Marie King, Administration
Doug Hughes, Finance

Linda Savini, Membership

Marybeth Kugler, Religious Education
Len Perry, Programs

Deadlines for the next 2 months for the Unicorn

Please plan ahead and get your information in on time!

Feb. 2 and Feb. 16, March 2 and March 16
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