-

1The UnNi

NEWSLETTER OF THE
UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST
FELLOWSHIP OF BOCA RATON

VOLUME 42 ISSUE 20 DECEMBER 5, 2008 JACKIE SAVITSKY, EDITOR

WHAT WE'RE REALLY DOING AT UUFBR

JuDY KEISER

Earlier this fall, at the LREDA (Liberal Religious Educators Association) fall conference in New
Mexico, I was introduced to a slogan that particularly resonated with me. The slogan was a re-
minder to all congregations that religious education is not a separate part of congregational life, but
in reality is what congregational life is about. The slogan: “Faith development is all we do; Uni-
tarian Universalism is all we teach; and the congregation is the curriculum.”

I could go through the exegesis for you, but I think I’ll let you put your brains to work and think
about each of these three statements on your own. For me the most interesting aspect is the appli-
cation: what does it mean at UUFBR? To me it means that it’s time for UUFBR to acknowledge
the “lifespan” nature of religious education by re-naming it as an integrated “lifespan faith devel-
opment” program.

It is easy, convenient, and somewhat logical to separate education into what we do for children
(similar to regular academic education) and everything else (a hodgepodge of offerings). However,
that division doesn’t serve us well:

1- It isolates children from their best role models (or is there someone else you’d rather have our
children grow up to be like, O ye elders of UUFBR??).

2 - It isolates the families with growing children from those who could be mentors and would cer-
tainly be supporters (how many parents need reassurance that we’re doing a good job? All of us!).

3 - And it isolates those whose children are grown from young people who could love them, admire
them, and appreciate their involvement (adopt-a-grandparent, anyone?).

4 - It also deprives adults of the chance to learn by doing, playing, and having fun (what adult is
enjoying life too much?).

The truth of this “faith development” slogan came home to me during our congregational visioning
workshop, when religious education was such an important element. I know we were using the
term in its broader sense, not limiting it to classroom time for children. And that is a very good
sign. To me it means that our congregation recognizes the need for an integrated view of this ele-
ment of religious community. During the budget process, we will be translating this integrated
view into an integrated program, and allocating the resources to support it.

What an interesting time to be involved in our formal religious education program for children- just
when it’s poised to overflow into a lifelong program that integrates formal classes and experiential
opportunities, multigenerational programs and generational time, Fellowship-based and community
aspects. And what a perfect time to be looking for a new professional minister or director of reli-
gious education! In this process we are truly developing our faith, teaching Unitarian Universal-
ism to each other, and being our own curriculum — it is all we do!

A WELCOMING CONGREGATION
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You ARE INVITED TO RING IN THE FUTURE AT UUFBR!

What: A Celebration Dinner with delicious food, wonderful music and fellowship for all!

Why: At this dinner we will all make our financial commitment to UUFBR for the 2009-2010 year (ie. we will fill out
our pledge cards, turn them in, and ring the bell!)

What Do You Need To Do? Mark your calendars now for Saturday, Jan 31 from 6-9pm.

New this year.... Tickets with a Refund! Tickets for the dinner will be on sale at UUFBR starting Sunday, Jan 4th.
The cost is $20, HOWEVER, when you turn in your Financial Commitment form at the dinner you will get $15 back!

Children are free! Fun, exciting games and activities are being planned for them!

Invitations will be mailed in December. A brochure about our Annual Budget Drive, with information about how to
determine your financial commitment, will be mailed in early January. To help you plan ahead, we are including the
UUA’s Fair Share Giving Guide in this and the next few Unicorns.

~Annual Budget Drive Committee

ARE YOU READY FOR A LITTLE ADVENTURE AND LOTS OF FEL-
¢ LOWSHIP AND FUN?

Nine families have reserved camping sites at the annual UUFBR camping overnight at Quiet
Waters Park--and there are a few platform tents sites remaining. Call me for reservations or
details for camping or just for Saturday evening fellowship.Camping. We're looking forward
to another great time at Quiet Waters Park in Deerfield Beach on Feb.7 - 8, 2009. Quiet Waters offers a nearby loca-
tion, platform tents and lots of activities. It just so happens the weekend we selected is their special Bed & Breakfast
event. The $70 per camp site cost includes a Saturday night hayride, campfire and s'mores along with Sunday morning
breakfast and fishing/boating activities. See the Osias Hall kiosks for flyers with all the details.

Fellowship

For those that would like to join us for campfire stories on Saturday (2/7/09) the entrance fee is $1.50. To hitch a ride
on the hay wagon the cost is $3/person (flyer also attached). Please call or email me with questions, comments, con-
cerns and suggestions, Linda Conroy, Iconroy27@aol.com, 954-775-0030.

HELPING HANDS NEEDED FOR NEXT SPRING!

Assistants are needed in our RE classes next semester. Please sign up on the board in Osias or find Judy or Linda to
volunteer. Our teachers need another adult present for safety reasons, and you can be as involved in the class as you
want.

Ping Pong Table is operational! By this Sunday we will have our new ping pong table net set! Thanks to the angel who
donated money toward the purchase of a new net set — any time you want to play, just ask one of our teens!

RE Volunteer opportunities abound!

Check the board outside the RE Office for easily achievable, short-term projects we’d love your help with. Also, sign
up to teach next semester (in the front foyer next to the Heifer).

Will you be around during the holidays? We need an RE Sunday Coordinator for Dec 28 and January 4. The job will
entail welcoming visitors on behalf of the RE program and making sure everyone knows there are no RE classes those
days. Simple, but important — we had some visitors during Thanksgiving who were very pleased to be welcomed so
warmly. Please tell Linda Englander or Judy Keiser.
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HOLIDAY PARTY!

OUR WINTER WONDERLAND
TUESDAY, DECEMBER 9, 5:30 PM
SEATING LIMITED TO 125
$10 ADULTS, $5 CHILD, $25 FAMILY

Start the Holiday Season with Your UUFBR family!
Turkey, ham and Latkas will be served. We will
light our Menorahs and Santa will “drop in.” Call
the office to reserve a space. Bring a plate of
cookies to share!

We are looking for a few Angels and Elves to un-
derwrite the purchase of a ham or a turkey for this
year’s holiday dinner. Can you contribute $30?
We also need elves willing to help set up tables
and decorate on Tuesday before the party. Call
the office!

HOLIDAY SERVICES
VESPERS SUNDAY, DEC. 7, 7:00 PM
HoLIDAY PARTY, TUESDAY, DEC. 9, 5:30 PM
HANUKKAH CELEBRATION, SuUN., DEC. 14, 10:30
FAMILY CHRISTMAS, SUN., DEC. 21, 10:30 AM
SOLSTICE SERVICE, SUN., DEC. 21, 7:30 PM

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICES, WED., DEC. 24, AT
5:00 & 7:00 Pm

SYLVIA PARKER
MEMORIAL CONCERT

g % S
Saturday, January 17, 2009 at 8 pm. For the 4th concert in
our Sylvia Parker Memorial Concert Series, we are proud to
present Jessica Vanderhoof, Soprano; Eduardo Aladren,
Tenor; and Roberto Berrocal, Piano. The evening will in-
clude selections by Strauss, Tosti, Puccini, Gounod, Ga-
staldon, di Curtis, Floyd, Rossini, Mozart, Rachmaninoff
and of course a few surprises!

Donation $18 at door (advance $15); light refreshments will
be served. Please call Ralph at (561) 883-1226, or the
UUFBR Office at (561)482-2001. (Net proceeds benefit
UUFBR Operating Fund.)

A GIFT FOR YOU...BREATHE

A gift of quiet from the Unitarian Universalist Fel-
lowship of Boca Raton brings you music and medita-
tion. This meditation CD with Mike Bullard, Susan
Caruso, Marc Pickering, Susan Shaw, Jan Taddeo,
Harris Riordan, Maggie Riordan and Amy Carol
Webb is available on Sunday mornings. If you are
unable to get one at that time, please notify the office
and we will mail one to you. Duplication of this CD
was funded by The Minister’s Discretionary Fund,
through which UUFBR offers assistance to members
and strangers in need. Donations to the Fund are al-
ways gratefully accepted.

Want to spread joy, enjoy good eats
and benefit the UUFBR?

Be a part of this year's

Goods and Services Auction
with this handy Auction Checklist!

DONATE an item, service or event to raise $ for
UUFBR. This could include parties, tickets, lessons,
edibles, trips, jewelry, art, gift certificates and more.
You could even "re-gift" something from your holi-
days. Get creative.

ASK other people - relatives, friends, neighbors and
service providers - to donate also.

CONTACT Anna Marie King, KAEVER39@aol.com,
and let her know what you plan to give.

PERUSE the offerings in Osias Hall starting Janu-
aryl lth.

BID (generously) on items of interest before the clos-
ing date.

Start checking your list now!

TRelease your inher Santa...
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UUA SOCIAL JUSTICE PROJECTS

In order to keep us all a little more informed about the Uni-
tarian Universalist Association of Congregations advocacy
programs, from time to time, the Unicorn will carry infor-
mation relating to the UUA Social Justice Calendar. Infor-
mation is from www.uua.org/socialjustice where more in-
formation can be obtained.

~Anna Marie King
Pictures of Peace
Unitarian Universalists are
joining with other people of
conscience to imagine and
portray peaceful resolu-

tions to con- flict. As stated
on the Unitarian Universalist Association (UUA) Social Jus-
tice website, “People are working for a world where every
child is loved and every elder is honored. People are work-
ing for a world of justice and peace for all.”

What if we all, together, imagined a world of peace? Would
that be a meaningful first step toward creating a world of
and in peace? What better time to imagine peace than during
the season of Hanukkah, Winter Solstice, Christmas, and
Kwanzaa.

UUA is asking congregations to draw pictures of peace and
justice. Imagines forwarded will be displayed at the 2009
General Assembly.

Make Pictures of Peace

If any group, children or adults or both together, wants to
hold an arts and craft time to imagine a world of peace and
justice, go to the www.uua.org/socialjustice and download
more information on Pictures of Peace. Share these pictures
with one or all of the following methods: Scan your pic-
tures into a digital format; Email your photos to peacemak-
ing @ uua.org; Upload your photos to the UUA's

"Pictures of Peace" Flickr group. A Yahoo! ID is required to
upload photos; Upload your photos to the UUA's Facebook

page.

Some of the photos and other imagines will be compiled to
create a YouTube video/slide show at the 09 GA. Then . . .
deliver the Pictures of Peace to your Member of Congress
along with a cover letter from the minister. The UUA Wash-
ington Office of Advocacy can arrange to deliver your pic-
tures to your member of Congress.

Start now to imagine peace. You just might make it hap-
pen!

FROM THE GARDENING GROUP

Just wanted to thank those who did the heavy lifting dur-
ing our Nov. 14 Mulch and Tree Cutting Party. The team
got tons accomplished and included:

Richard and Rebecca Bontempo, Bill Bode, Doug
Hughes, Paul Chasse, Don Conroy and new member Bill
Jensen

A local master gardener offered our group advice on the
ficus white fly problem (we're taking a wait and see ap-
proach) and gave us trimming and next steps tips. Based
on her safety concerns, we removed a sanctuary garden
gumbo limbo tree that had structural damage from the
hurricane. The remainder of our time was spent spread-
ing mulch, weeding and planting several crown of thorns
in the front entrance island.

Our focus in the next month will be on the live oak is-
land in the center of the parking lot. We'll be cutting
back the volunteers and heavily mulching to stop re-
growth. Join us Friday, January 2, 2009 from 10:30 a.m.
- 1 p.m.. and bring the kids. This mulch party will take
the place of our regularly scheduled December 20 gar-
dening get-together. Look for more details soon about a
March 14, 2009 Work Party to support Gardening Com-
mittee and Tony's Team care-taking efforts.

Linda Conroy & Margaret McElrath

GET INTO THE HOLIDAY SPRIT

Boca Helping Hands is looking for volunteers to help out
at their Holiday Dinner on Sunday, December 14th. No
special training is required, and anyone over the age of
13 is welcome. In other words, it might be a fun way to
volunteer as a family with older teens. Please contact
Linda Gove, Executive Director, at 561-417-0913, or
email Linda@bocahelpinghands.org for more informa-
tion.

Brenda Richey, Community Service Team

THANK YOU

To Kerstin Kupfermann for her patience and generosity
in food shopping for us during a difficult time. Two
days after Bob’s return home from the Delray Medical
Center, I was admitted there on November 11 for five
days. As our food supply at home was getting low,
Kerstin’s help filled us with gratitude. Thanks to the
Caring Committee! -- a vital group that is seeking new
members!!

Bob and Betty Fleishman
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NOTE THE DATE!

Women’s Alliance Traditional Holiday Celebration will
take place Tuesday, December 16, 2008, 10:30 AM — 1
PM at Kerstin Kupfermann’s Home:

3108 Lakeview Blvd. Delray Beach, FL 33445
Everyone is welcome, men and women. Directions
available on request. We will sing the Holyday songs
together. At the piano will be Brenda Parker to accom-
pany us and also play the traditional St. Lucia song. Eva
Emmerish will be our Sancta Lucia presented by Kerstin
Kupfermann Andrew Kahn will present about Hanuk-
kah and Bill Bode will read about the birth of Christ.

We will share our Holiday Lunch together. Please, bring
a dish or desert to share. Please, contribute a brand new
toy for “Toys for Tots” (no money.) Thank you.

Kerstin Kupfermann

THE HOLIDAY SEASON IS HERE...

and there is no better gift for that hard to please person
than a BRICK in the pathway. The bricks are not only a
fund-raiser for the UUFBR but also a wonderful way to
honor someone or to celebrate a special day. For more
information contact Gay Garlid at 561-392-3523. Forms
are available in the office.

MEMBERS OF UUFBR who sing with the

Delray Beach Chorale invite you to their Sound of the
Seasons concert, featuring the music of Benjamin Brit-
ten, John Rutter and the British Isles. The program in-
cludes brass ensemble, harp, the 60-member DBC and
holiday reception. Tickets are $20 --$5 for students.
The location is the First Presbyterian Church, 33 Glea-
son Street., Delray Beach. Call 800.984.7282.

LOOKING FOR AN APARTMENT?

Sabastian Gabrial is moving to Asheville,
North Carolina at the end of this month. His 2
bedroom, 2 bath apartment will be available
for $1,100 a month. Located at 9299 SW 5th
Street. Please call Sabastian at 561.846.2323
if you are interested!

SPECIAL HOLIDAY FOOD DRIVE!

It’s been all over the news...as the economy makes life
more and more difficult, the number of families depend-
ing on local food banks is steadily increasing. Unfortu-
nately, fewer folks are able to contribute for the same
reason. Let’s express gratitude for our good fortune by
helping those less fortunate. Please bring in non-
perishable food items for our red and green Holiday Col-
lection Bin in Osias Hall.

Gail Larkin

JUST A REMINDER:

UUFBR does not accept cell phones, printer ink car-
tridges or clothing. Please find somewhere else if you
plan to make a donation of these items. We always ac-
cept donations of non-perishable food items for Boca
Helping Hands and Similac Formula with Iron Ready to
Feed for the babies at the Florence Fuller Child Devel-
opment Centers. Thank you for your cooperation and
participation!

Gail Larkin

UUFBR MEMBER Leco Shishkevish is in reha-
bilitation at ManorCare Health Service, 3001 S. Con-
gress Avenue, Boynton Beach, FL. 33426
(561.536.1210). Please keep him in your thoughts this
holiday season. Joan Shishkevish may be reached at
561.738.1160.

Bill Bode

December 12th is the Second Friday!

Please Join Us For UUFBR’s Interweave
HOLIDAY SOCIAL 7:00 pm

At the home of Linda & Ralph Savini
8256 Summerbreeze Lane Boca Raton, FL 33496
561-883-1226 lindasavini@comcast.net
Please bring a snack, sweet, or beverage to share!

We will have a grab bag -- if you can bring a White
Elephant Item it would be great!

Contact Marc Pickering at mwpmsw@comcast.net
or 561.493.4196 with questions




HERE’S WHAT’S HAPPENING!

The Forum: Sundays at 9:00 am, Hartley Room, presenta-
tions and discussions on various topics of interest.

Food for Thought Film & Potluck: 1st Sunday of every
month, 12:15 pm, Rockberger Hall. All are welcome!

First Sunday Vespers: at 7:00 pm. We gather in the sanctu-
ary for music and quiet reflection. This is a time to share the
diverse spirituality that sustains us.

Connections (hosted by the Membership Committee): 2nd
Sunday of every month, 12:15 pm, Hartley Room. A potluck
lunch and enlightening group discussion about Unitarian Uni-
versalistm

Odyssey Group: (for 30-somethings, give or take 10 years),
3rd Sunday of every month, 6:30 pm, Minister’s home. An
evening of food, friendship and conversation. Bring some-
thing to put on the grill. Salads, beverages and desserts will
be provided. Get directions at the Visitor’s Desk. On Sunday
afternoons call 561.279.4281. Open to all who are interested.
(Will not meet in December, 2008)

Community Service Team: 4th Sunday of every month (but
will meet in December on the 16th) at 9:15 am on the Patio.
Works to aid local charitable organizations. All are welcome
to share ideas and energy.

WomanSpirit (Woman's Spirituality): 2nd Monday of every
month, 7:30 pm, Sanctuary. Open to all UUFBR women,
members and friends. Gatherings center on special topics of
interest often including ritual, meditation,music, and craft
activities.

Women’s Alliance: Tuesday, Nov. 18, 10:30 am, Osias Hall,
provides friendship and sociability for its members and friends
and to be of service to the fellowship. Everyone ~ men,
women, and newcomers are welcome at the meetings. De-
cember Party at Kerstin’s home! (details page 6)

Spirit in Practice: 1st Tuesday of every month, 7:00 pm,
Gridley Howe Room. We explore UU Spirituality, with time
for centering, a guided meditation or experience with a
spiritual practice, and then spend time in deepening dialogue
with one another on "things spiritual." All are welcome to
attend.

Quilting Group: Every Wednesday, 10:30 am, Smith Room.

Tony’s Team: Every Wednesday, 9:00 am — 12:00 noon,
everywhere, inside & out. Come and help with routine
maintenance of our buildings and grounds.

Social Justice Working Group: 2nd Wednesday of every
month, 7:00 pm, Hartley Room, for individuals currently
involved in social justice projects and those who are interested
in starting one.

Journey Through Womanhood Support Group: 3rd
Wednesday of every month, 7:00 pm, Living Room, a group
experience where women will meet to “care and share” the
issues that are relevant to all women of all ages.

Denominational Connections: 4th Wednesday of every
month, 7:00 pm, Living Room, get involved in the larger
Unitarian Universalist worlds of the Southeast Cluster and the
UU Association.

UUFBR Choir Rehearsals: Every Thursday, 7:30 pm,
Sanctuary, join in the fun and sing. Everyone is welcome!

Interweave, 2nd Friday Social: 2nd Friday of every month ,
7:00 pm, Rockberger Hall, for all GLBT people, their friends
and allies. Bring a snack, sweet or drink toshare and join us as
we unwind from the week.

Circle Dinners: Small, organized potluck dinners for six to
twelve people at each other’s homes. Everyone interestedin
participating must sign up in advance. See the sign up bulletin
board in Osias Hall, Main Building. Circle Dinner dates:
1/23/09, 2/27/09, 4/24/09 and 5/22/09.

United in Peace Rally: Every Saturday, 12:00 noon. Meet at
the corner of Glades Road and St. Andrews Blvd. for a
peaceful demonstration. Bring a sign. For more information
contact Susan Caruso at 561-637-5768.

Reel Adventures: 2nd Saturday of every month, 7:00 pm,
Rockberger Hall. Join us to watch interesting films from
around the world, followed by stimulating discussion and light
refreshments. (No meeting in November or December)

Gardener's Work Party: Various Saturday Mornings, 8:30
am — 10:30 am. Join a lively group as we trim, weed, and
clean up UUFBR's “manicured wilderness”. We welcome all
and promise to keep a tight time schedule. See Chalice Notes
for the upcoming date. Not meeting in December. See you on
January 2, at 10:30 am -- bring the kids!

Meet the Rev: 4th Sunday of every month, 12:15, Main
Building, Living Room.

DECEMBER 21 FAMILY CHRISTMAS

We will decorate our UUFBR Tree and put our
Guest At Your Table Boxes underneath it. But
why not spread the spirit of giving!? Bring a
toy to the Fellowship for a child who might not
have a delightful Christmas without you.




GUEST AT YOUR TABLE BRINGS US CLOSER TO OUR SHARED UU PRINCIPLES AND CELE-
BRATES OUR POWER TO CHANGE THE WORLD. - Charlie Clements, UUSC President

Your support of the UU Service Committee’s Guest at Your Table fund drive is a great way to be an involved UU in
the enduring struggle for social justice and human rights. Please remember to fill up a Guest at Your Table box
(available at the Social Justice Table in Osias hall) and bring it to the fellowship on December 21st. Last year
UUFBR donated $235.00. Can we do even more this year?

The UU Service Committee’s Guest at Your Table program supports many causes including:

Rights in Humanitarian Crisis — In disasters and wars, people are affected differently. Their race, gender, class
and other characteristics determine whether or not they will be able to rebuild their lives. UUSC’s Rights in Hu-
manitarian Crises Program helps to ensure that all people have the chance to recover.

Civil Liberties Program — partners with organizations around the world working to defend the rights and free-
doms that protect individual citizens from government abuses.

Economic Justice Program — economic justice is essential for securing basic human rights, alleviating local and
global poverty, and achieving a more peaceful and just world. The UUSC embraces a vision of economic human
rights, recognizing that workers’ rights are human rights.

Environmental Justice Program- promotes and defends the human right to water. The human right to water enti-
tles everyone to sufficient, safe, acceptable, physically accessible and affordable water for personal and domestic
use.

Learn by Doing —JustJourneys are educational travel experiences that focus on human-rights and social-justice,
issues. JustWorks camps are short-term projects that help volunteers examine and understand the root causes and
damaging effects of injustice.

Gail Larkin

UUs AND CHRISTMAS
Charles Dickens: A Christmas Carol
James Pierpont: Jingle Bells
Louisa May Alcott: on Christmas from Little Women
Lydia Maria Child: Over the River and Through the Wood (Children’s book)
Currier and Ives: Nathaniel Currier

e. e. cummings: little tree




DECEMBER 2008 FELLOWSHIP CALENDAR
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UNITARIAN UNIVERSALIST FELLOWSHIP
2601 ST. ANDREWS BOULEVARD
BocA RATON, FL 33434
(561) 482-2001 FAX: 482-2011
EMAIL: UUFBR@BELLSOUTH.NET
WWW.UUFBR.ORG

OFFICE HOURS: MON—FRI, 10 AM—4 PM

STAFF:
MINISTER ~ The Reverend Ms. Harris Riordan
MINISTERIAL INTERN ~ Jan Taddeo

STUDENT INTERN ~ Amy Carol Webb
Music - Stephanie Nixdorf

ADMINISTRATOR ~ Jacqueline Savitsky

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT ~ Gail Larkin

BOARD OF TRUSTEES

OFFICERS:

Andrew Kahn, President

Mel Kuritzky, 1st VP

Joe Rey, 2nd VP

Robert Duchemin, Treasurer

Jane Tobal, Secretary

Erika Venable, Immediate Past President

TRUSTEES:

Mary Cadwell, Sunday Services
Anna Marie King, Administration
Doug Hughes, Finance

Linda Savini, Membership

Marybeth Kugler, Religious Education
Len Perry, Programs

Deadlines for the next 3 months for the Unicorn

Please plan ahead and get your information in on time!

Dec. 15, 2008, Jan. 5 and Jan 19, Feb. 2 and Feb. 16, 2009
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